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Our mission:  To strengthen communities by building strong youth and families 

Helping Children-Connecting Families 

 

   In December 2003, Project HOPE’s Street 
Outreach Team met Derrick, a homeless 
youth, during their daily visits to Lynn Park 
in  Birmingham.  The team developed a    
relationship with Derrick and encouraged 
him to visit Family Connection’s Day    
Shelter for further assistance.   

   Eventually, Derrick came to the Shelter 
and as he put it, was “impressed by how nice 
it is and how it really feels like home.”  After 
several visits to the Shelter and support 
from the Social Worker, Derrick established 
three goals:  find a place to live, get his 
GED, and learn to manage his money.   
Derrick was receiving a disability check due 
to an accident which left him with a      
prosthetic foot. In July 2004, Derrick moved 
into an apartment and began attending 
GED classes.   

 

“He was all smiles and thanked the staff.  He 
was happy to know that someone really could 

help him leave life on the streets.” 

    

   Derrick’s relationship with Project HOPE 
did not end there.  Unfortunately, even 
with encouragement from the staff, he had 
difficulty managing his money, and lost his 
apartment in 2005.   

   After many moves, Derrick returned to the 
Shelter and requested help. The team        
provided transportation and assisted Derrick 
in completing apartment applications as well 
as employment applications.    

   In September 2007, the staff at Project 
HOPE helped Derrick move into his new 
apartment.  Again, Derrick thanked the staff 
for not giving up on him.     

   

 Project HOPE staff works diligently to help  
youth leave life on the streets.  They work at 
the youth’s pace and develop a plan that 
meets the youth’s needs.  The staff does not 
give up hope on any young person, even 
when it may appear that things will not work 
out because THERE IS ALWAYS HOPE.   

 PROJECT HOPE:  A program of Family Connection          

Article By:  Marilyn Jones, Project HOPE Director 
PROJECT HOPE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSPIRING YOUTH TO MOVE  

BEYOND THE STREETS! 



Family Connection is Blessed by Community Support! 
THANK YOU for your generous support during our CAN YOU SPARE A DOLLAR?      
fundraiser.  These funds will support our group home and emergency shelter program.  The 
following individuals made donations: 
 Edwina Aaron    Paul & Tommie Ann Edwards  Bruce Ludwig 

 Dan & Judy Acker   Barbara Forrest    Gerald & Katharine Nichols 

 Danny & Martha Acker   Gloria Jackson    Susan Schein 

 Commissioner Lindsey Allison  Stuart & Ann Johnson   Patti Smith 

 Joseph & Mary Arledge  Judge Mike & Cathy Joiner  Ralph & Shirley Thomas 

 Don Armstrong   Billy Jones    Jean West 

 Bill & Peggy Best   Bridgett Jordan-Smith   Robin & Paula White 

 Teresa Byars    Doris & Melvin Lamons  Town of Wilton 

Tom & Carole Davidson  Beverly Leach—ADK    

Youth Make a Difference by Helping Hospice Patients 
A unique partnership between Family Connection and Alacare Home Health and Hospice     
inspires hope and comfort for Hospice patients.  With this partnership, the youth in our Group 
Home/Emergency Shelter program create crafts and cards to be given to the hospice patients.  
The response from the patients has been extremely positive.  The patients love the designs and 
thoughtful messages.  Some examples are “God Bless You,” “Thinking of You,” and “You’re a 
Super Star.”  The designs have featured sports themes, rainbows, stars, and flowers.  The        
residents have all proven to be very talented.  They not only create items for the patients, but 
they also have a discussion about Hospice Care and the importance of helping others. 

  

Family Connection Welcomes New  

Advisory Board Members 

   Commissioner Lindsey Allison  

   Jennifer Trammel, Greater Shelby Chamber  

   Sheriff Chris Curry        

   Wallace Williams, Kahn South  

   Debbie Hawkins, Alabama Power 

YOU CAN HELP US SAVE MONEY! 

 HERE’S HOW… 

Go to www.familyconnection-inc.org and sign 
up for our e-mail database.  We will send your 

newsletter electronically, which saves us the 
cost of printing and mailing the newsletter.   

 



 

Is Your Church, Civic Group, School, Business, or Family     

Looking For a Holiday Project? 
  Family Connection is looking for individuals or groups to help organize fundraising  
events/drives during the holiday season.  This may include canned food, paper products, 
personal hygiene items, or clothing drives.  We welcome one-time or long-term projects!  

Contact Family Connection today to get involved!   
   Contact Carol Williams, Program Administrator, at 205-663-6301 ext. 208 or e-mail her 

carolwilliams@charterinternet.com to volunteer or learn more! 

      Recent Grants Provide Support for our Programs  
Through a generous grant from the Junior League of Birmingham, the Group Home/
Emergency Shelter has new mattresses for youth’s beds. The Junior League responded 
immediately when we asked them to replace our worn mattresses. Thank you Junior 
League of Birmingham for allowing us to ensure the comfort and safety of our residents! 

 

The Shelby County Coalition for Safe and Drug Free Communities, through a grant 
from the Alabama Department of Public Health, will be organizing many community 
awareness events throughout the year. Coalition staff, Meschelle Johnson, will also be 
teaching LifeSkills to middle school students at four Shelby County middle schools.   

 

The Children’s Trust Fund awarded Family Connection a grant for the RECONNECT 
Project.  A ceremony was held on September 6.  In attendance 
were Jessica Jackson with Children’s Trust Fund, Representative 
Greg Canfield, and Phil Cain, Associate Director of Family        
Connection.  RECONNECT is a Saturday intervention       
program for first time non-violent juvenile offenders and their 
parents.  RECONNECT classes focus on anger management, 
decision-making, and communication skills while including 
community service projects and teambuilding exercises.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Pictured L to R:  Jessica Jackson, Phil Cain, 

and Representative Greg Canfield 



Family Connection:  helping children—connecting families 

                              I would like to make a donation! 
          Check—payable to Family Connection  

          On-line secure donation at www.familyconnection-inc.org 

     We accept VISA, MasterCard, American Express and Discover                                                                                                     

 

  Make a gift donation in Honor or Memory of a loved one or friend! 

    _____In Honor Of  _____In Memory Of 

  Name:__________________________________________________ 

  We will gladly acknowledge your gift:  (Name and Address) 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

  All Donations are Tax Deductible 

Please include Family Connection in your will and tell us when you do! 

P. O. Box 535 

Saginaw, Al  35137 

(205) 663-6301 

Email:   

shelbyyouth@charterinternet.com 

 

           Project Safe Place Welcomes New Sites 

   Project Safe Place has recently grown with the addition of four new sites in Shelby County.  
We would like to thank the following locations for joining the Safe Place network: 

                                 Chelsea Fire Station #32 

                                 Columbiana Library 

           Harrison Regional Library 

                                 Pelham Fire Station #5 

   Project Safe Place provides immediate help and safety to young people in crisis.  It is a wonderful resource for 
our community, and it is only possible through the participation of local businesses and community  volunteers.  
Family Connection began Project Safe Place in 1996, and we currently partner with 64 sites (including 9      
Clastran buses) in Shelby County, Hoover, and Irondale.  Our program assisted 491 youth in 2006.   

                                                                             
Project Safe Place Helps Turn Trash Into Cash 

Through National Safe Place, Family Connection is able to recycle items to receive cash that we can use for our 
programs and services.  Please donate the following items: 

Cell Phones, Inkjet Cartridges, Laser Cartridges   

If your business would like to help, we can provide you with pre-paid, addressed collection boxes! 


	                         October 2007



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



